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been only a vague hope in the heart of Ivan Karamazov is
suddenly transformed into a monstrous actuality that horri-
fies him. Because of Smerdiakov who realizes the criminal
intention of his master, Ivan is guilty no longer of a dream
but of a deed. Smerdiakov stands for the fusion of the idea
and the act, he symbolizes the negation of spiritual irresponsi-
bility, the punishment of the freethinker.
"You yourself," he says to Ivan, "have strongly desired
your father's death. . . . You were incapable of killing him
yourself, but you hoped that someone else would do it."
Ivan questions himself, tries to be reasonable, is troubled.
"Yes, I have been waiting for this, and if sor it is true that I
wanted to kill him." And he asks his conscience, "Did I de-
sire my father's death to this extent?"
Ivan is guilty because of this thought, this intention.
"You have killed him, you are the chief murderer. I was
only your helper," Smerdiakov insists. The lackey proceeds
to reveal the origin of his crime to his master. The truth is
that he committed murder because there was nothing to stop
him. Thanks to the speeches of Ivan, the intellectual,
Smerdiakov understood that "everything is permissible" in
this world. If there is no God, there is no hell "If God does
not exist, there is no such thing as being virtuous, virtue is
useless. That is the way I reasoned."
Having thus negated the rules of common morality, having
jumped over the wall, Smerdiakov confuses freedom with
license. He commits murder and his act involves Ivan who
declared that "everything is permissible," and Dmitri, who
said, "Why does such a man exist?"
Ivan is innocent before human justice, but nothing can
justify himself in his own eyes. Because he negates God, he
is faced with Smerdiakov. Instead of superman, he discovers